Standard 3-4: The student will demonstrate an understanding of the events that led to the
Civil War, the course of the War and Reconstruction, and South Carolina’s
role in these events.

3.4.5 Summarize the effects of the Civil War on the daily lives of people of different classes in South
Carolina, including the lack of food, clothing, and living essentials and the continuing racial
tensions. (H, E)

Taxonomy Level: B 2 Understand / Conceptual Knowledge

Previous/future knowledge:
Students previously learned about the daily lives of various classes in South Carolina (3-4.1).

Later in 3" grade, students will explain how the Civil War affected South Carolina's economy, including
destruction of plantations, towns, factories, and transportation systems (3-4.6). Students will summarize
the effects of Reconstruction in South Carolina, including the development of public education, racial
advancements and tensions, and economic changes (3-4.7).

In 4™ grade, students will explain the impact of the Civil War on the nation, including its effects on the
physical environment and on the people—soldiers, women, African Americans, and the civilian
population of the nation as a whole (4-6.6).

In 5" grade, students will summarize the provisions of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth
Amendments to the Constitution, including how the amendments protected the rights of African
Americans and sought to enhance their political, social, and economic opportunities (5-1.2). Students
will explain the effects of Reconstruction on African Americans, including their new rights and
restrictions,.. and the actions of the Freedmen’s Bureau. (5-1.3) They will compare the economic and
social effects of Reconstruction on different populations, including the move from farms to factories and
the change from the plantation system o sharecropping (5-1.4) and explain the purpose and motivations
behind the rise of discriminatory laws and groups and their effect on the rights and opportunities of
African Americans in different regions of the United States (5-1.5).

In 8™ grade, students will compare the effects of the Civil War on daily life in South Carolina, including
the experiences of plantation owners, women, Confederate and Union soldiers, African Americans, and

children (8-3.6). Students will explain the purposes of Reconstruction with attention to the economic,
social, political, and geographic problems facing the South, including reconstruction of towns, factories,
farms, and transportation systems; the effects of emancipation; racial tension; tension between social
classes; and disagreement over voting rights (8-4.1). Students will also summarize the events and the
process that led to the ratification of South Carolina’s constitution of 1868, including African American
representation in the constitutional convention; the major provisions of the constitution; and the political
and social changes that allowed African Americans, Northerners, “carpetbaggers,” and “scalawags” to
play a part in South Carolina state government (8-4.3). Students will explain how events during
Reconstruction improved opportunities for African Americans but created a backlash that, by the end of
Reconstruction, negated the gains African Americans had made, including the philanthropy of northern
aid societies, the assistance provided by the federal government such as the Freedmen’s Bureau, and their
advancement in politics and education (8-4.4). Students will summarize the successes and failures that
occurred in South Carolina during Reconstruction, including the bribery of legislators, corruption in

political parties, the development of public education, and violence during the election of 1876 (8-4.5).
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In United States History and Constitution, students will summarize the progress made by African
Americans during Reconstruction and the subsequent reversals brought by Reconstruction’s end,
including the creation of the Freedmen’s Bureau, gains in educational and political opportunity, and the
rise of anti—African American factions and legislation (USHC-4.5).

It is essential for students to know

All classes of people suffered as a result of the war. Food, cloth and needles and thread to make
clothing, and other basic necessities were in short supply because Southerners imported these goods
when they exported their cotton crop. The Union blockade successfully blocked this trade. However,
each group of people was affected in different ways.

Some elite plantation owners volunteered to serve in the Confederate army. However, they were not
required to serve by the Confederate government because they had to supervise their slaves. This led to
the charge that it was a “rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight.” The elite lost much of their wealth as a
result of the war. They were not able to export their cotton because of the blockade. When the advancing
Union army freed the slaves, confiscated food and livestock and burned buildings, the elite lost much of
their property. Many had loaned money to the Confederate government and invested in it by buying
bonds using their Confederate currency. Confederate bonds and currency became worthless when the
South lost the war. Despite these losses of property, the elite continued to have social status and
influence among the white population of South Carolina during and after the war.

Independent farmers, and middle and lower class men volunteered or were drafted into the
Confederate army. They spent days in army camps drilling to prepare for battle. Carrying everything
they might need, they marched from battle to battle at the command of their officers. In battle, many lost
their lives or were gravely wounded. Others died of disease in crowded camps or prisons. Soldiers
suffered from loneliness, weather, hunger and fatigue. -Many, however, found camaraderie with their
fellow soldiers. The middle class also lost money and suffered property damage as a result of the war.

Women of all classes were left at home to tend to businesses and farms. This became increasingly
difficult as food, cloth and other goods were in short supply and as some slaves ran away or were freed by
the advancing Union army. As supplies fell, rising prices affected poor families more than wealthy ones.
Women also served as nurses at wayside hospitals. They grieved for sons, brothers and husbands lost in
the war. Because of the high number of casualties, many women continued to run farms and businesses in
the generation after the war.

Most African American slaves continued to work on plantations during the war. Some, close to the
battle front, fled to Union lines. Eventually some African Americans were allowed to join the Union
army and fight for their freedom in segregated units. Slaves were also used by the Confederate army to
build fortifications. African American suffered from lack of food, just as did others throughout South
Carolina. They were liberated as the Union army reached their vicinity.

During the war, racial tensions increased as whites feared that slaves would rise up in rebellion. This led
to the “20 slave rule” that exempted owners of 20 or more slaves from serving in the Confederate army.
As slaves were liberated by the Union army, many left their plantation homes to search for family
members who had been sold away or to experience freedom. Destitute, without food or shelter except
that provided by the Freedman’s Bureau, most eventually returned to the vicinity of their original
plantation homes. In the post-war period, whites tried to continue to control the freedmen through the
Black Codes. African Americans, protected by amendments to the Constitution and by the national
government, wanted to exercise the full rights of American citizenship. This led to increased tension
between former slaves and former slave owners.
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It is not essential for students to know the numbers of South Carolina soldiers who were killed or
wounded during the Civil War. They do not need to know how many slaves fled during the war years or
the circumstances of their lives as camp followers of the Union army. Students do not need to know
about the Port Royal experiment or the Penn School. They do not need to know details about or all-black
regiments that were formed or where and how these units fought. They do not need to know the
circumstances of the story of Robert Smalls and how he led his family and crew to freedom by
surrendering the boat that he piloted to the Union navy. However, this story illustrates the will of African
Americans to seek their freedom as well as their skills.

Assessment guidelines:

Appropriate assessment would require students to summarize the effects of the Civil War on the daily
lives of people of different classes in South Carolina. Students should be able to identify the hardships of
war that all classes had in common and compare how some classes were affected differently by the war
than others. Appropriate assessments should also require students to explain how these factors resulted in
increased racial tension among the classes.
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